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Top IssuesTop Issues

 Better case has to be made for what need iLabs fulfillBetter case has to be made for what need iLabs fulfill
 Establish authenticityEstablish authenticity
 Design and contextualize more as experiment thanDesign and contextualize more as experiment than

exerciseexercise
 Create proof of practice demo with a group of typicalCreate proof of practice demo with a group of typical

HS studentsHS students
 PD or other training mechanismPD or other training mechanism
 Packaging for different audiences and support piecePackaging for different audiences and support piece

(continued)(continued)



Top Issues (cont.)Top Issues (cont.)

 Address time constraintsAddress time constraints
 Need strategic choice of iLabsNeed strategic choice of iLabs
 Involve scientists as mentorsInvolve scientists as mentors
 Identify unique contribution of iLabsIdentify unique contribution of iLabs
 Need for marketing campaignNeed for marketing campaign
 Facilitating peer collaboration amongst students atFacilitating peer collaboration amongst students at

different sitesdifferent sites
 Need to define audiences Need to define audiences –– intent: literacy vs. pipeline; intent: literacy vs. pipeline;

institutional context, formal vs. informal; other tensionsinstitutional context, formal vs. informal; other tensions
 Provide hands-on classroom activityProvide hands-on classroom activity



Roles for Roles for iLabsiLabs

 Demonstrate phenomena/contentDemonstrate phenomena/content
 Participate in process of scienceParticipate in process of science
 Access to instrumentation andAccess to instrumentation and

phenomena/content that is too big/toophenomena/content that is too big/too
small, dangerous, expensive, remotesmall, dangerous, expensive, remote

 Provide equity of accessProvide equity of access
 Creates appropriate role for scientists inCreates appropriate role for scientists in

formal and informal STEM educationformal and informal STEM education



New Partnership OpportunitiesNew Partnership Opportunities
Informal (museums, after school centers,Informal (museums, after school centers,

publishers, etc.) and formal STEM learningpublishers, etc.) and formal STEM learning
partners bring:partners bring:

 Knowledge of audiencesKnowledge of audiences
 Communities already gathered in formal andCommunities already gathered in formal and

informal STEM learning environmentsinformal STEM learning environments
 Pedagogical knowledge to ensure that iLabs arePedagogical knowledge to ensure that iLabs are

meaningful and relevantmeaningful and relevant
 Expertise in making iLabs work in variedExpertise in making iLabs work in varied

contextscontexts



Take homesTake homes

 Relevance to a youth perspectiveRelevance to a youth perspective
 Need for scientists as mentorsNeed for scientists as mentors
 Documentation for setting the stageDocumentation for setting the stage
 Identifying and defining specific audiencesIdentifying and defining specific audiences’’

needsneeds
 Creating social contextCreating social context
 Want this work to contribute to actual researchWant this work to contribute to actual research
 Making this available to all studentsMaking this available to all students


